Get talking 


ete 
ye hg, 
= an te 
: + 





sh 
oe. 
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Pinyin pronunciation tables 


Initial 


“So -~ Ss ean Swe 


Sound 


baw 
paw 
maw 
faw 
duh 
tuh 
nuh 
luh 
guh 
kuh 
huh 
gee 


Sound 
ah 


ung 


Initial Sound 
q chee 
x she 
Z dzuh 
C tsuh 
S suh 

Zh jir 
ch chir 
sh shir 
r Yj 
Ww ooh 
y ee 











You can listen 
to the sounds on 
tracks 1 and 2 
of the CD. 


Sound Final Sound 
ar ua wa 

ee / uh uo waw 
ya ul way 
yaow uai why 
yan uan won 
yahng un un 

yeh uang wahng 
een u = yoo 
eeng ue oo-weh 
yoong uan = ywan 
you un yewn 
OO 
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Foreword 


Five good reasons to learn Chinese: 


REEREDR; 





1 China has the biggest population in 
the world—1.3 billion people 


An HF | 

JN ! oe 

you can communicate with over half Ni hao! \ —~ 
— Hi! 





2 If you speak English and Mandarin 


the world’s population 
3 China is becoming an economic = as @@. 
superpower pennnnbnnnnbnbnabnbal 


4 The Chinese language is fascinating 











That’s great! 


AIT! 


Tai hao le! 


B You get much more out of a visit to 
China if you can speak some Chinese 





4 billion 


Mandarin 


There are three major languages 
spoken in China. These are 
Mandarin, Shanghaiese, and 
Cantonese. Mandarin has more 
native speakers than any other 
language in the world. 








500 
million English 
- 400m Spanish 
D 332m 
v0 ¥ 
2 8 
~ Y 
> °. Shanghaiese French 
. Cantonese aes 
91 m 7 iar bt a0 a 
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Mandarin has many different names in Chinese. 
Here are some, with their literal translations: 


Guoyt national language 
Putonghua universal words 
Hanyu language of the Han 
Zhongwen Chinese language 





Chinese people learn Mandarin too 


At the fall of the Qing Dynasty in 1911, the incoming 
Nationalist government decided that Mandarin 
should become the standard language of China, 
replacing the many languages and dialects that made 
communication between people difficult. 


It was originally thought that Mandarin would be 
spoken by everyone by 2030. However, because of 
the size of China and the number of languages 
spoken, teachers in many schools still give classes in 
the local language. Mandarin is studied like a foreign 
language class, to use for speaking with non-locals. 


Using this book 


You can take what you like from this book—an overview of the 
culture, with some insight into the language on the way, or use it 
as a study guide to become a competent beginner. Whatever your 
approach, this book is a good place to start. 


The secret to learning Chinese is: 
ES PS ss R . ps ° 
se eK | Man man Idi! Take it easy! 
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INTRODUCTION 
Pinyin 
P inyin is the name of the system we use to spell 


out the sounds of Chinese words in Roman letters. It is a 





written aid to pronunciation. 


No alphabet 


Chinese writing doesn’t use an alphabet. Instead, it is made 
up of a series of characters, each of which are made up of 
mini pictures. We need help to know how to pronounce 
them, and that’s where pinyin comes in. 


od}| omy Using pinyin, 


you pronounce 
it “mao” (and it 
means “cat”). 





For example, 
how do you say 
this character? 





Without knowing pinyin, it is very difficult for people to 
learn Chinese as a foreign language. 


It is important to remember that pinyin is only a guide. The 
best way to learn the sounds of any language is to copy 
what you hear. 
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So put on the CD! 


In this book, when you 
see this symbol, you 
can hear what is on the 
page by listening to the 
accompanying CD. 





About pinyin 
Pinyin was adopted by mainland eee 
China in 1958 and is the Romanization characters for “pinyin” 


system used there today, and in this Ei 3 | a 


book. Other systems, such as “Wade 
This means This means 





Giles,” do exist, although they are 


used less and less. 
“to spell” “sound” 


How to use it 


Chinese words are made up of 
one-syllable sounds, such as “ma.” 


¢¢ These sounds all start with an “initial.” 


In the word “ma,” the initial is the “m” sound. 


¢* And they all end with a vowel sound called a “final.” 
In the word “ma,” the final is the “a” sound. 
On the next few pages there are tables, first for the initials, 


then the finals. It is really worth going through each sound 
with the accompanying CD. 
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(~\ Table 1: Initials 


track 1 


Initial 


NnaNxQust eo +- Ss -e ansvus 


DNA N 
Su os > 


“< 


Sound 


baw 
paw 


Naw 


faw 
duh 
tuh 
nuh 
luh 
guh 
kuh 
huh 
gee 
chee 
she 


dzuh 


tsuh 
suh 
jir 
chir 
shir 
rj 
ooh 
ee 


Rough English sound 


bore 
pore 
more 
fall 
done 
tore 
nail 
late 
guard 
come 
loch 









jeep This sound 
ch eese is between 
ship ©) 


“ds” in suds 
“ts” in cats 













see 

oo Spread your lips 

chin in a smile and curl 

shirt your tongue up so 
the tip touches the 

rank () roof of your mouth. 

Swoor?, 


ye 
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(~\ Table 2: Finals 


track 2 
Final 
a 
al 


Sound Rough English sound 
ah are 


M42) 
1 


is generally 


pronounced 
ay “ee” except after 
un these initials: c, 
ch, 1, s, sh, z, zh, 
une when it is “uh.” 


ee / uh 





yaow 
yan yen 
yahneg y + angst 
yeh yes 

een din 

eeng mowing 
yoong you + ng 
you Cleo 
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Final 
Uu 
ua 


Using the tables 


Sound 
OO 


un 
wahneg 
yoo 
00-weh 
ywan 
yewn 


Rough English sound 
moo 

Suave 

war 

way 

why 

oo-won 














To make the 
vor u sound, try 
wan + ng saying “ee,” 

but through 
you (*) pursed lips. 
you + eh 
you + wan 
youtn 


When you see a word in pinyin: 


‘1 Look up the first letter or two letters, which are 


usually consonants, on the Initials table. 


2 Then look up the last letter or letters, which begin 


with a vowel, on the Finals table. 
S Put the two sounds together, and hey presto! 
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© Practice time 
track 3 
Listen to the pronunciation of these words on the CD, then 
copy what you hear. 


1. yl 6. ging 11. quan 
2. zhong 7. xi 12. cong 
3. cul 8. cal 13. Zal 
4. giu 9. re 14. duo 
5. yue 10. shi 15. nii 


Pinyin pointers 
e You need to look at each word carefully—they can look 
similar, but have very different meanings. 


ZOU ZUO 


to go to sit 


e Many words in Chinese are made up of more than one 
sound. You tell where each sound ends and each new 
sound begins by using the initials as markers. 


XICX1e thank you 


tt 


initials 


ry 4 


putonghua mandarin chinese 


e Pinyin also includes “tone marks.” Turn the page to find 


out what these are for... 
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(-. The tones 


track 4 


Mandarin Chinese has four tones, 
and one “toneless” tone. The tone you use when 
pronouncing each one-syllable word determines the 


meaning. The tone marks ~ * ¥ * show which tone to use. 


1st tone— 2 2nd tone— 
high level rising 
Pitch your voice high From the middle level of 
and hold the sound 7 | your voice range to the 
there slightly longer top. Raise your eyebrows 
than seems natural. as you Say it! 

se a 
mother hemp 


As a doctor (0) (*) 
tells you when The tone at 

looking down the end of 

your throat. Say: a question. 


Tone deaf? 


The tones may seem complicated, but you will soon get the hang 
of them. Consider these facts: 


e There are more tonal languages in the world than nontonal. 


® Cantonese has at least eight tones. Imagine that! 


12 Introduction 


The “neutral”’ tone 


This isn’t exactly a “tone.” It is 


just a light way of saying a 
word. Pronounce it as you 
would say a word in English 
with no emphasis. It has no 
tone mark. 


A 


3rd tone— 
falling and then rising 
From the middle level, 


down deep, then up 
a bit. 

W 
horse 
Like when (o) 
you're 


surprised. 





NJ 
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tld 


4th tone— 
falling 

A short, sharp fall from 
your high voice pitch. 
Stamp your foot as you 
say it! 





The tone of 
a statement. 


e China has over 80 dialects, and for many Chinese people, 
Mandarin is not their first language—Chinese people can make 


mistakes with their tones, too. 


People who can’t sing a note (or are “tone deaf”) may feel they can’t 
learn Chinese, but this is not the case. It makes no difference, since 
tonal languages are relatively pitched, not absolutely pitched. 
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(-y Learning the tones 


track 5 
IE; you don’t learn the tones, quite simply, people will find 
it hard to understand what you say. Practice your tones by 


saying these words and listening to them on the CD. 


mao 6 









cat 
. 7 | he 
yue a che 
4 moon car 
eu yang 
dog sheep 
rén 9 sha 
person — book 
se shou 10 ry) mao 
hand } feather 
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Saying tones in a row 
Once you have grasped saying single-sound words with 
tones, try to put a few together, since you will need to do 


so when speaking Chinese. 


This syllable is 
the neutral tone. 





Don’t worry 


yerosarsanatee about making 
~ funny faces while 
<a panda you try to get 


the tones right. 


exovateacxeyatexe pleats 
bus 





xInnian kuai le! 
happy new year! 
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Oatelectacae 


The Chinese writing system is one of the 
most beautiful and ancient writing systems in the world. 
Before you start trying to get your head around it, it’s 


worth taking a few minutes to find out a bit about it. 


Two styles cloud—simplified 


There are two forms of writing in 
existence today. The “traditional” 
characters are still used in most 
Chinese-speaking countries 

olbi tole (emaar-vialr-varem @antat-o 

ZF Woale-Vate Mm Qvatbar-mopncreleynatiar-rand hy 
uses “simplified” characters, and 
the simplified characters will be 
used in this book. 


MI 


rol (olbromenua-Veluleyat-] 





How many characters are there? 


Altogether? More than 40,000—although many are very rare. 
2,000 characters are needed for basic literacy (or to read a 
Chinese newspaper). 

Fai A=) tGecre ku cerctccre my ol-sacceyambam @iatbar-Mmycelellom aleve Ault acon t NUD 
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Top to bottom... 


Start 
... right to left. Traditionally, Chinese characters have been - _ g 
IF-tfe Mejetmpvalada(cue)o) exe Jitu veh iaeaneyenms shared i(-Jam(-Uad aleve red ampnaley-ii here. 





modern publications follow the Western way). 3 2 1 
@ @ 


Qvvcccccccccccces 
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Four types 


There are four different types of 
Chinese characters that you will learn to write. These 


intermingle with each other in any block of Chinese text. 






Pictog raphs 


The character is a 
picture of something. 
For example, the 
character for “tree” 
looks likeatree. —~» 





tree 


Ideographs 


The character is a picture 


Que of an idea. For example, 


the character for “one” is tone? on adieis 
just one line. also an ideograph. 


one 
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Putting them together 


The Chinese expanded 
their written language 
by putting pictographs 
or ideographs together 
to make new characters. 





good 





This is a pictograph _ This is a pictograph 
for “woman.” for “child.” 


4 a | -= ; “ Ancient Chinese scape 


thought “woman” and 


woman child good “child” together was “good.” 


Phonographs 


To expand the language further, the 
meaning of one character was combined 
with the sound of another to make 
phonographs. For example, the characters 
for “far” and “garden” share the same part 
that gives them their pronunciation: 70 
(yuan). Their meanings are given by the 
other parts of the characters. 








sound meaning a new character 
—_ 


bs 7s f 
TL + : a — BeAr) ob Note: the sounds 


; of the characters 
to walk quickly are almost the 


yuan 
_— — d same—but they 
yWo | —— gar en have different 
— yuan tones. 


yuan enclosure 
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Different strokes 


The writing of Chinese characters follows strict rules. The 
first thing to understand is that characters are made up of 
set strokes. These strokes are always written in the same 
way. Here are some basic strokes you need to write 


beautiful characters. 


Follow the arrows that show the direction of the 
strokes, and practice copying them. 


1m 2 3 
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These are what 
brush strokes 
look like. Yours 
will probably 
look thinner. 
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Stroke order 


The order in which you write the strokes is also important. 
For one thing, getting the stroke order right makes the 


characters easier to learn. The two general rules to follow are: 
1 Write top to bottom 


2 write left to right 


Practice writing this character: 


v 


hua 


word 





Start with the part of the character that is on the top left. 


Oo. @, 
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These rules are not fail-safe, however, since some characters 


are written with differing stroke orders. 


shi ten 


left to right, 
then top to bottom 


- 6 4.) yue month 
| FA A first outside, 


then inside 





O : e © x1ao small 
| 4 |» the middle, 


then two sides 


It all depended on what 
looked best or which 


order minimized 









clumping when scholars 
were using brushes and 


ink to write. 






oct | wc 





fs. -Ee * 
= S. i eri 1a 7 Git jae 
wit; BA aipeeee se (ho - a 
it —er ic we ti 
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Fiow characters 





are made 
zhong eu0 
7 means “middle” means “kingdom” 


The Middle Kingdom 


¥ a is what we now call 
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Be square 


When you write each character, imagine you are writing 
it inside a square. You can buy or make squared paper for 
this purpose. Your characters will look more beautiful if 


they are evenly spaced, fit into equal-sized squares, and 


look symmetrical. 
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Memory tips 


Thereisno really easy way to learncharacters. Eachone has to 





be memorized. However, here are some pointers to help you. 


e If you try to imagine a character as a 
picture, or if you know the origins of a 
character (see opposite for some examples), 
it makes it easier to remember. 







It is best to learn 
characters gradually, 
and to keep testing 
yourself and revising. 







woman 
nu 






e There are about 200 small 
components of characters, 
called “radicals.” Each 
character includes a radical. 
The radical can give a clue 
to meaning. For example, 
& ni&do, meaning “bird,” is 
a radical and any character 
that contains = has 
something to do with birds 


(e.g., 25 ji means “chicken”). 
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Picture it! 
Characters that are pictographs often look like the original 


pictures that were drawn centuries ago. 


ri sun 


QOOB 


yue moon 


DMVA 


shan mountain 


hy Mab Wy 












shui water 

SS $l Ue mak 
niao bird 

ma horse 

ance @ 
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It’s radical 


Practice writing these characters. They are useful ones 
to know, since they can also be found in other characters 


as “radicals.” 


K ren) LA. 


person 
Ss 8oe 
earth epee 





strength 


28 Introduction 


Learn Chinese,Start here! http://www.mypinyin.com 


Put the characters together... 


... to make new characters. Notice how the meanings of the new 
characters are directly related to the meanings of the original 
characters. It made sense in Ancient China. 


Ie 





B+ = ¥ 


Literally: strength [in a] field 
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(-\Easy Grammar 


Ll 
Rasy” and “grammar” don’t usually go 


together, but here’s an area of Chinese where there is less 
to learn. Hooray! 





track 6 


The verb doesn’t change 
There is no need to learn different 
erammatical forms of verbs (like in 
many European languages). 


= YW Ww NS 
HR SE woshi lam 









uw ww XX 
A AS Jae ni shi you are There is no change 
to the Chinese verb... 
but the English 


changes three times. 


AW, Fe. ta shi he is 


No past, no future 


In Chinese, there are no verb 
tenses. Here are two ways to 


change the tense: yesterd ay 
| zuotian 
1 Add context to a sentence with Ona 
time words, for example, “next tomorrow 
year,” “yesterday,” or “tomorrow.” mingtian 


2 Youcan show an action has been 
completed by adding the little 
word “le” after the verb or at the 
end of the sentence. 
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RMEREAT, Wo zuotian qu le. | went yesterday. 
RWRE, W6 mingtian qu. | am going tomorrow. 
RET. W6 qu le. | went. 


*) 


Singular and plural nouns 

There is no difference between singular and plural nouns. 
In other words, there is no equivalent to the English ’-s’ 
or “-es” added to nouns. 










See! The verb in 
Chinese, “qt” (to go), 
doesn’t change. 


Note: the time comes BEFORE the 
verb in Chinese. 


Horses like 


= a ey = , y 
Fy & RPC AFR MA xihuan chi pinggud. eating apples. 


The Chinese for this sentence literally means “horse like eat apple.” 
Since there is no particular horse being referred to, this is translated 
as a general statement. CONTEXT is important in Chinese. 





Introduction 31 


(~\ First words 


What are the first words to learn 


in any language? These ones of course! 





3 3 


K ea = 


duibugqi 
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And this phrase may be useful too! 









) 


} 


= 


cesuo zal nar? 





Where is... ? Zai nar? 

Simply add “zai nar?” AFTER any noun to ask where 
something is: 

“Fandian” means restaurant. 


“Fandian zai nar?” means “Where's the restaurant?” 


New words 


ARNE ni hao hello 

ay ee eee na eee ee 
i ait en eer oo . eee 
a ee eee 
a BF incre : — Hes tees ite 9 : - aes eee eee 


eoererec cere eee cee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee see eee eee eee eee eee ee ee eee eeeeeee eee eee eee eee eee ee eeeeeees 


FEB IL — ..zaindr? ~— where is...? 
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(-. Welcome! 


track 8 






Chinese people are very hospitable. 
When you visit, they will welcome 
you and offer you a drink. The dri 


of choice is often tea. 


Please 
come in. 





Please 
sit down. 





= Please have 
VA ¥ 4A a cup of tea. 
Oing hé cha! 








qing 
This word means “please” 
and you always put it at 
the beginning of sentences 


in Chinese. 





These two characters In China, tea is the 
mean “new words” and national drink. There 
are pronounced “shéngci.” are many different types 


with two popular 


A i) varieties being black 

tea and green tea. 
New words Chinese people don’t 
7 eee ee ada milleio a neites: 


Ce 





Ce 
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(-y\How do you do? 


track 9 
hen you meet Chinese people, greet them 


and introduce yourself in Chinese to set a 







Two third tones ina 
row are difficult to say. Where 





good impression. 
DL are you? this happens, the first one is 
Rs * ma? (+) 


I'm very well. 


BARYF 


W6 hén hao. 





said as a second tone. 
Ni hao changes to Ni hao 








W6 hén hao 
changes to 


W6 hén hao 






New words 


[question 
particle] 
see page 80 


36 Let’s Get Started 








What’s your name? 


ARP AT Zs 


Ni jiao shénme? 






’'m called Wang Ying. 


LEK. 


Wo jiao Wang Ying. 


This is a Chinese 
period. 


A Chinese name for you 

INCojee- V0 hated bt)awar-healacMer-val clo ar- Ic)! ham oy neyalejerateccre mam Qi annal-y 
so it is a good idea for you to have a Chinese name. 
Generally a Chinese teacher or Chinese friend can help you 


choose one, and this is the best way to get one. There are 


also websites that can give you aname. This is a good one: 


http://www.mandarintools.com/chinesename.html 
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(-) Chinese names 


track 10 





Chinese names all have a meaning. They start with the 
family name, then the given names follow. Chinese people 


either have one or two given names. 


Last name p 


Given name(s) 





Meaning of 
given name” 


Addressing Chinese people Ue Uo ale 

Adults should always be addressed by their full “#9 "ame 
name (last name, first name), or with a title, which 
comes AFTER the last name, for example: 


x, 4 xiansheng Mr. 
e.c. Wang xiansheng 
z Vip ldoshi teacher 
e.g. Liu laoshi 


Children or friends can be addressed by their first names, or if the 
person is a very good friend or family, by their nickname. Chinese 
people often have a nickname. 
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The family name 


The majority of the population of China has one 
of just 20 last names. Here’s a list of the top five. 





1 Li 

2 Wang 
3 Zhang 
4 Liu 

5 Chén 


xing 


Given names last name 


As for first names, parents can choose from thousands of 
characters. Here are some popular girls’ and boys’ names: 


Girls 1 Ying (talented, wise) 
2 Xiu (elegant, beautiful) 
3 Yu (jade) 

4 Hua (brilliant) 

5 Zhén (precious) 


Boys 1 Wén (culture, writing) 
Ming (bright) 


1 
2 
3 Gu6 (nation) ming 
4 
5 





Hua (brilliant) given name(s) 
Dé (virtue) 


Taboo! 


Chinese people never name 
their children after anyone else. 
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Conversation 
practice 1 


| Test yourself on what you have learned in 







this section. 
Can you translate this 
@ conversation into Chinese? 
Hello. 


Hello. 


How are you? 





I'm very well. 


Goodbye. 


QODOO06 


Goodbye. 

Here it is in Chinese. 

0 (n3F! Ni hao! 
@ in3F! i hao! 
© 1Wn2F5 "4? Nihao ma? 
© 4 RAF! Wohen hao! 
6 UL! = Zaijian’ 
@ UL! = Zaijian’ 


\ 


ow Let’s Get Started 
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Q. 





G®OOdO 


Can you translate these 
phrases into Chinese? 


Sit down, please. 
Please, come in. 
What’s your name? 


My name is... 


Here are the correct translations. 


O I} PT PIL? 


Césuo zai nar? 


e if 4k! 


Oing zuo! 


© if it! 


Oing jin! 


4 I ide 


Ni jiao shénme? 


Where’s the bathroom? 


AW 4 


| 






’Y_ FF, 


) 
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‘-\Where are 
you from? 


Find out how to say where you come from. This is 


one of the first questions you are asked in China. 








Bp na which 


Here is the “question word” “f. “Ni shi nd guo rén?” (s) 


literally means “You are which country person?” 


AK rén person 


By adding “rén” to any of the country’s names, you are 





saying “people or person [of the country].” 


42 All About Me 





Learn Chinese,Start here! http://www.mypinyin.com 


Countries 


The characters for the country names are a mixture of how 


the word sounds (phonetic) and meaning. 




















— = Méicué US (beautiful country) 
bo aR Taiguo Thailand (tranquil country) 
 — ae Yinggu6 Britain (brave country) 
id 1% Faguo France (legal country) 
a {2 Deguo Germany (virtuous country) 
ea w Zhonggud China (middle country) 
eHwA Ribén ——_ Japan (rising Sun) 
ym & KR Jianadda Canada (phonetic) 
KAI TP Aodaliya Australia (phonetic) 
— fey = Hélan The Netherlands 


(phonetic—Holland) 


qe KA 


Jianadarén 


a k A Canadian 
P 






Yo 
> 
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My body 


Head, shoulders, knees, and toes... 


HS 
FR &rduo ear 
AR HA yanjing eye 
re 
WA a Zuiba mouth 
3 
TT bizi nose 
sp tou head 
ah Re toufa hair 
} shou hand 
Hap jiao foot 
AL ; duzi stomach 


jis tui leg 
AS jie eébo arm 





ep 


... knees and toes... 
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Face facts 
This head shows how you can play 


with characters to help you to remember them. (The parts 





of the characters used to make the features on this face are 


pictographs.) AR Ay eye 
A eo 
érduo 






yanjing 


Zuiba 


mouth 








You can make up your own 
pictures, rhymes, and reasons for why 
characters look like they do without 
knowing all the pictographs. Just 
use your imagination... 
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(-\ 


Use the words for 
track 14 






“big” and “small” 


to describe your 





facial features. 







big 







da 


> vAS 
FR a) ce AN K o W6 de érduo da. My ears are big. 
: E] 
RR a) Fr =i ‘Js o W6odebizi xido. My nose is small. 
ay) “de” is anew word—see page 49 for what it is. 
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(-\ Family and friends 


track 15 
In Chinese , there are words to describe what 


position you are in the family. For example, “younger 





sister” is “meimeli.” 








dee HR meéimei Ap Rp didi 


younger sister younger brother 


eevee 


vw) OGL 
) 4) gége 


older sister older brother 









yo oh mama 


mother 


FEL a zufu 


grandmother grandfather 








Making introductions 


Use these words to make introductions. 


New words 





<< 


Zhe shi w6 de laoshi. This is my teacher. 


If you are introducing a friend or 
family, you can omit the “de.” 


My, your, his, her 


ay (de) is the most common character 
in Chinese. Here it is used to make “I” Ny) 


into “my.” And so on... 


SR a : AL ay “His” and 
w0 de my tade his “her” sound 
he same but 
Rag dus, 4 have different 
AN " nide your " tade her charters 


characters. 
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Respect! 


itatlatrartien item watcwat-veatcmeyana lcm 0) avile)-0)0) ahi 
that has shaped Chinese culture since around 300 BCE. 
PAN ate insta alsvaW hem ee)aalsrcm com rzbeateslscpm Gkejataclert-rablcyealstcw-y ll 
about respect. 


mc Uilih mel «= 


“Filial piety” is considered one of the 
ereatest virtues of Confucianism. It 
yarele) means, in general terms, love and 
filial piety respect for parents and ancestors. 





Confucius was born in c. 551 BCE 

Filo WECM Mexolat-lmelalivehyo) olal-le 

whose teachings have influenced 
I orates fuzi Confucius East Asian life for 2,000 years. 
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Hierarchy 

The Confucian hierarchy within families means that family members 
lower down in the hierarchy show filial piety to those above them. 
Grandad is top dog, and littlest sister is on the bottom rung. 


Test yourself 
on the Chinese 


names for family 
members (from 
page 48). 





In the same way that 
children call their parents 
“Mom” and “Dad,” in 
China this extends to the 
whole family. If you are 
“little sister,” that is what 
your family often calls you. 





Ancestor worship 


Although these rules were set more than 2,000 years ago, 
Confucian beliefs are ingrained into Chinese culture and affect 
family relationships to the present day. One of the most 
noticeable aspects is ancestor worship. 


Ancestor worship includes 
burning incense and making 
offerings to the deceased of 
food and other things, even a 
toothbrush and slippers, to use 
in the afterlife. 
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Conversation 
practice 2 


| Test yourself on what you have learned 











1 


(i 


a, 










in this section. 


Can you translate this conversation 
into Chinese? 





@ Where do you come from? 
@® I'm British. 

€) This is my teacher. 

@) She is Chinese. 


Here it is in Chinese. 

0 {7h EA? 
Ni shi na guo rén? 

@KRLRAA, 
W6 shi Yingguorén. 
se af ~ 

O KERIB IM, 
Zhe shi wo de laoshi. 


Othe PAA, 


Ta shi Zhongguorén. 


, ~~ 
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Can you translate these phrases 
@ into Chinese? 












@ lam American. 

@ She is Canadian. 

© This is my friend. 

© This is her younger sister. 
© This is his older brother. 


Z 


Z 


A ~ Here are the correct translations. 

0 KRLKAA., 

W6 shi Méiguorén. 
2 t= 

@kemeKA, 
Ta shi Jianadarén. 

OR TRIAZA, 
Zhe shi w6 péngyou. 

QO ix wa. 
Zhe shi ta de méimei. 
‘~ vw Ot) 

@ x chewy aay , 
Zhe shi ta de gége. 


yr WP 


| 


’Y_ Ff, 


) 


All About Me sae \ 





Lea e,Start here! http://www.mypinyin.com 
NUMBERS 


‘-\’\Numbers 1-10 


track 17 
Learning numbers 1-10 


is one of the most useful and simple 
lessons of Chinese. Once you know 


them, you will be able to: 


e count higher 

® say the date 

e learn the vocabulary for the 
months of the year... 

e ... and the days of the week 

e tell the time 


e find out the cost of things 


(a> 


aps 
id te 





shuzi 
number 
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Writing numbers 


When Ole suacemalesealol-secpupleat-teavalcm (Ole m-Vaom Weuaunalcaceyau| 
erid of equal-sized squares. Remember to write strokes 


exe} enmKe)OmKOn olelacejenee-valem(csimcobatcaala 





om od )\_ 
tour OD DD bin 
ive 10 Fim cc 












Learn Chinese,Start here! http://www.mypinyin.com 


It’s simple math 


To count from 10-99, you build on the numbers 


1-10. There are two simple rules to follow: 





e If a number comes after 10 (-[), you add it to 10. 


e If a number comes before 10 (+~), you times it by 10. 


How it works... 


——— shier 12 so that means 10 + 2 


2 (—) before 10 (1), 


22s ershi 20 ¢o that means 2 x 10 
2 (—) after and before 
ershieér 22 10(-1), so that means 


(2 x 10) + 2 


Q. What are these numbers? 
127T 38A7Th 
2K 447A 


SL PGP EOL 7 ‘OE T “YW 
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100 plus 


The same rule applies when you go over 100. But, before 
you can do that, you need to know these words. 





How it works 
The larger numbers string together in much the same way, with the 


above words for 10, 100, 1,000, etc. acting as “stops.” 


=y AT (3X100) + (5x10) = 350 


sanbaiwtshi 
ft. | a 3 (5x1,000) + (4X100) = 5,400 
wudiansibai 
PN FA 6 X 10,000 = 60,000 
huwan 


1 3 ig) 7 X 1,000,000 = 7,000,000 


qibaiwan 
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‘-\Number rules 


track 19 
There are a couple of things about 


numbers it is worth pointing out now. 


Measure words 

In Chinese, you need a measure word between a number and a noun. 
You can’t just say “one person,” you have to say “one something of 
person.” Most Chinese measure words have no direct translation into 
English, although the concept is similar to “two plots of land,” “two 
pinches of salt,” “four head of cattle.” 


JD. The toneless “ge” is by far the most 
| ge common measure word. You can use this 


for most things. If in doubt, use “ge.” 


Number Measure Noun Meaning 
DW 
ei | A five people 
wu ge ren 
= VAS y= 
ae | He & three CDs 
san ge euangpan 


“Bén” is the measure 
word used for books. 
Try to remember 


this one too. 


; A =p five books 


wu bén shu 
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Tricky number two 
The number two is, err, “er”—we know that. However, if we are 
saying “two of something,” we say “lidng” instead of “er.” 


4 a4 
YS 222 
liang ge jinianpin 
Two souvenirs 





peo 
4S BAT 
liang ge zixingché 
Two bicycles 


Q. Say how many there are of each thing 
Use a measure word and “liang” where necessary. 


1 sha books 2 pengyou friends 


nm ~~. Mm. ., 
7 La = Lt a 
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’s the dat 
(-\ What's the date? 
track 20 
In Chinese, you use numbers to 
say the days of the week and months of the year. 


Days of the week 


O Xe HF — Monday ¥%F 
Xing qly1 phone dentist 
2 Xe HE —_ Tuesday 


xingqier 


© Xe HE — Wednesday 


== 


xingqisan 





© Xe HF v4) Thursday Deg 






xingqisi mail birthda \Yy Ca rd To make a year date, you 
simply put the number 
5 ps Hy Tt. Friday of the year before “nian,” 
xingqiwU e.g., 2007 is 2007 “nian.” 
Oo ps H >~ Saturday To make a day date, 
xingqiliu ye Nanna you put the number of 
the day before “hao,” 
© XE HF k_ Sunday e.g., the 25th is 25 “hao.” 
xingqitian Only Sunday is 
different. A day off 





from numbers! 
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POC ECE COC EECOCOOCEOEEGM 


Months of the year 


—F 
yiyue 


January 


Ff 
wuyue 


May 


jiuyue a 
September 


g 9 


—F 


Now make a date 


most specific.” 


Wednesday, October 3, 2007 


ACE, TA, 


erlinglingqi nian, 


—/ 
—_ 
—"™= 





wy FF 


eryue sanyue siyue 
February March April 
2 3 4 
oo Fh “tA dF 
liuyue qiyue bayue 
June July August 
5 6 7 8 
AS +A4 +-A +=- 
shiyue y shiytyue shieryue 
October November December 
@ 10 =f 41 12 
In Chinese, the year goes first, then the month, then the day. This 
follows a general grammatical rule of Chinese: “least specific, to 
—_ = 4 — 
25, £R= 
shiyue, sanhao,  xinggisan 
October 3rd Wednesday 


2007 
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(-\Birthday party 


Traditionally, Chinese people have not 
made a big deal about birthdays. Today, however, 


track 21 


especially in the cities, they celebrate them with a 


cake and a party. 


“eA RR 


Shéngri kuaile! 






Happy birthday! 





Two ages 


Chinese people may have two ages—one from the traditional age 
system and one from the Western age system. 


The traditional way of counting a 
a? person’s age is that newborns start 
\o at one year old, and one year is 
added at each Chinese new year 
(which follows the lunar calendar). 
This explains why Chinese babies 
can be said to be “two years old” 
when they are still tiny. 
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How old are you? 


There are two ways of asking this question in Chinese: 


1 2 


Ni ji sui le? Ni duo da le? 
How old are you? How old are you? 
Use this when you Use this for adults 
are addressing a and children. 


child under 10. 


To answer the question, you say: 


Wo xx sul. I’m xx years old. 


Birthday food 


Many people like to eat “longevity 
noodles,” symbols of long life 
inspired by the noodle’s shape. 
Many people choose to eat 
Western-style birthday cakes too. 


i 

Vi 

fi 
ae 
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1912 
1924 
1936 
1948 
1960 
1972 
1984 
1996 
2008 


Le), 4 


1913 
1925 
1937 
1949 
1961 
) 
1985 
1997 
2009 
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1914 
1926 
1938 
1950 
ley 
1974 
1986 
1998 
2010 





1915 
1927 
1939 
1951 
1963 
1975 
1987 
1999 
2011 


P F ¥.. 


Ph, ; 
a ‘) 


Ke & 
'F; 





TIGER RABBIT DRAGON 


1916 
1928 
1940 
ey 
ier: 
1976 
1988 
2000 
2012 





€ 





SNAKE 


1917 
1929 
1941 
1953 
1965 
1977 
1989 
2001 
2013 
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Each year 
starts in late 
January/February, 
depending on the 
Moon’s cycle. If you 
are born in January, 
you may fall into 


x 






4] 





the previous 








year. 


HORSE SHEEP MONKEY ROOSTER DOG PIG 
1918 1919 1920 PAI 1922 1923 
1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 
1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 
ie: ie) 1956 ey, 1958 1959 
bere ley/ 1968 1969 1970 val 
1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 
2002 VAUUS) 2004 2005 2006 2007 
2014 2015 PAU TS 2017 VAUIKs) 2019 
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af rat ro), 4 
BG shi nits 


Rats are charming, quick-witted, b(olele-vacw-Wexeyuam(-r-le(ar-lare| 

and make loyal friends—once inspire confidence in all who 
you let people get to know you. know you. Being conservative 
You are organized and honest, Wate mpnalcadalelenter-V em ‘cele manele: 
and you prefer to live by your hard to let your hair down, 


own rules. but you are good at most 
id auua lca CO]Umabnaamcolenmpar-valemuer 


ap eS 





Tigers are born leaders. You You are a warm, cozy type 
are often respected for your of person, affectionate and 
courage and you are good at obliging. However, you get 
standing up for what you too sentimental and can seem 
believe in. However, you need superficial. Being cautious 

to be careful not to be too bossy! and conservative, you make 


a good negotiator and you are 
the first to sort out arguments. 


dragon dee snake 
Keyates She 

bColemchaswaell Moya bic svalsalbl-yiclcinte Wise, charming, and romantic, 
and popular. You are intelligent, you are a deep thinker and 
eifted, and a perfectionist, but full of intuition. Try not to be 
idalec(omeper-VuhutcrMer-valsat-l.comcole! stingy with money, and always 


halve) (coe-taumeymeluatsecmm AV-lkel amOleLt strive to keep your sense of 
for being too harsh with people. humor about life. 





horse 
ma 


You are very hard-working 
and independent. You are not 
easily led and are intelligent 
and friendly. You can be 
prone to showing off, but 
you are generally well-liked 
by everyone. 


monkey 


laveyel 










Witty and intellligent, you have 
-Waat-voaalciu(em olcsacyejar-vuiavar-tate mAbs 
always well-liked. The monkey, 
however, must guard against 
lof-sbatear-taWe) ey elesuabuablciar-late ms aparels 
it hard to trust other people. 


JA 0 


Dogs make very loyal, faithful, 
and honest friends—a dog 
will never let you down. You 
are a wotrier though, and 
overcritical, but your bark is 
worse than your bite. 


sheep 

| yang 
Except for having a knack 
for putting your foot in your 
mouth, the sheep is excellent 
company. You are elegant and 
artistic, but can be viewed as 
a bit of a whiner, so try not to 
complain too much! 


2 rooster 
oS 


The rooster is hard-working, 
shrewd, and good at making 
decisions. You speak your 
mind. You like looking good, 
and can be extravagant 
sometimes. Watch out for 
seeming boastful. 


=> Pig 


You are always good company, 
an intellectual with a strong 
sense of purpose. You are 
Syhalesdacwebave ms aleyalscimm lens 





because you expect the same 
juxe}eumeldalcrucyn cele mer-vamel-mal-PAUce 
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(-y Conversation 
me practice 3 


Test yourself on what you have learned in 





this section. 





Can you translate this conversation 
® into Chinese? 





@ Happy birthday! 
® Thank you! 

© How old are you? 
@ lam 74. 


A. Here it is in Chinese. 
O AAR! 
Shéneri kuaile! 
@ iy! 
Xiexie! 


OR SKIT? 


1 duo da le? 


ORT, 


W6 shisi sui. 
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Q. 





Can you translate these numbers 
and phrases into Chinese? 


QO 54 

@® 2,500 

© May 29, 1971 
@ 7 people 

© 2 books 


Here are the correct translations. 
eonATW 
wushisi 
@e-—TAE 
ergianwtibai 
oe —/t—+, ZA 
= 2 
—T IF. 
yyjiuigiyi nian, wuyue 
ershijiti hao. 
09 &bArA 
qi ge ren 
eo WA 
liang bén shu 
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Lea 






com 


(-\ Seasons 


track 23 


China is the fourth biggest country 
in the world, only slightly smaller than the US; the 
climate in the south and north differs hugely. 


The climate 


In the south, it is subtropical and the land is fertile and green. 
In the northern winter, the temperature rarely rises above 
freezing, and basketball courts are turned into ice-skating rinks. 
Between the various extremes, the weather is continental and 
shows marked seasonal differences. 


West East e 
XI ).| ~ dong Harbin 


Urumdie yi oO” Beijing 
GO 
(t 
es? 7 
Takia Makan © € 
Lanzhou sare" 
°Xi’an e Shanghai 
C HINA 
- East China 
5 . Ti ° Sea 
Zz. ateau 0 Chengdue s” | Nanchang 
/ » Lhasa ye 
a / aq 
Yas 
e Kunming e Hong Kong 


South China 
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The four seasons 


INE: Tuehucm ole ltcmeyamccopealoMer-VAAulateac(er--(e)ar-l Menl-jo)r-his-B iam @ autal-F 
especially where the seasons are more extreme. 





‘4 ! 
i Fo 
‘4 | Fa 


chantian xiatian 
spring summer 





een en ier 
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(-)’ Weather words 


track 24 
‘Talking about the weather is 


an international ice-breaker. 


Wow! It’s hot! 


There is a simple way to exclaim 
about extreme weather conditions: 


KAT! 


Tai léng le! 
It’s freezing! 





RAT! 


Tai re le! 
It’s boiling! 








Using tai ... le 
By using these two little words around a variety of adjectives 
you can exclaim about things. 


XK ya y ! Tai da le! It’s huge! 
KY y | Tai hao le! That’s great! 
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Describing the weather 
Here are the words for different types of weather. 


SE 1 AN windy 


euia feng 
» BE ) rainy 
xia yu 
hot 
g@.*N 
re 


YS cold 


-F Bie snowy 


xia xué 
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Lea 


(-\ Vroom! 


track 25 
From crowded Beijing buses to express trains 


that zoom across China’s vast countryside, every mode 


com 






of transportation is available in China. 





oy 


Breakdown 

The table below shows how the meanings of the characters for 
vehicles break down. Try and guess the meanings of the words in 
the final column. Answers on the opposite page. 





Word Pinyin Meaning New word 


Add “che” E] 4F Zixing by oneself EJ ae 





3 hud fire 
A, qi vapor 
Add Jw eae eonggong public LX sh / 


pray 
Ae, rp FEL chuza for rent LH FEL 





Put these “EK féi fly 


together: = ‘ 
AL ji machine 





Zixingcheé 


bicycle 


hudche 
train 


qiche 
Gap car 





eongeonggiché 


fammmenl bus 


chazigqiché 
taxi 


feiji 
airplane 
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(-y Buying a ticket 


track 26 


You need to buy a ticket, the ticket seller doesn’t speak 


English, and there is a line of people behind you. 
Don’t panic! 





Station 
clock 

Learn to say what 
nbeatom vole malate 
your ticket for. 


yXelement-tam come! 
number to say 
io Mel eel ear bale! 
are t-te oy-taMenne 





F ehamentehal heme ntehalsoy-hal 
say “half past. 3 o'clock 3:30 
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FFL RBZ, HAL. 


wo xiang mdi piao. Ou Béjjing. 


| want to buy 
a ticket to Beijing. 


a i @ 
= my = 
a Lf 
. = = | 
i i 
a a \ aa i a é a F ¥ Ear iB . | eel 
. rf hy , & Lit F y Bo ak re , 7; an 
Tr a Lal i i, ‘fe _ ij t ’ -_ 
J = i" Ec ia Ts fF F 5 i 
Vary " ry 
| Pa " , 


Beijing Railroad Station opened in the 1950s 
and merges traditional and fifties architecture. 





Add however 
many fén 
(minutes) 
nemnatel.<o 

other times 





san dian ershi fén san didn sishiwti fén 
3:20 3:45 


Q. Look at the clock and answer 
the question in Chinese. 


What time is it? 


OE Pp ueq ueIp IS NW e 
# ae Ga “V Transportation 


Ji dian le? 








(~Y Asking the way 


track 27 
Even if you're in China with 
a tour group, you'll want to 


venture out on your Own. 


= Fi ae ae Here’s how to ask the way. 


ne = 





eoeee eee ee eo eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ese ee see eee eeeseeee eee eee eeeeoe reese eee ee eeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeee 





eoeoecere eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee see eee eee eeeseeee eee eee eereeeeeseeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeee 


isa Vs fandian restaurant 
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Practice time 


Find the teahouse by following 
the instructions for the red trail. 







—H#, 


Yizhi zou. 


BK Ja ee, Ra Fe 


Ranhou you zhuan, ranhou zu6 zhuan. 


AS VB AE 7G i « 


Chaguan zai youbian. 









7m I), 
Qing wen, 


Pee EAB IL 2 


chaguan zai nar? 









Fe 


zhuan 
to turn 


Jee chaguan =] 
(**) (e+) Fe Te teahouse |. 





qe a «_ «ap «ca 
6 U 
b 
a 
Q 
he bee 
+ Ae VE 
0 
0 
U 
=> «cap 





Q. Give directions... AR WG 


Now give directions yourself, for the man 


fandian 
to follow the blue trail to the restaurant. 


restaurant 





Fie 
rs 


"}J9] 94} UO SI JURANEYSO OU] YO] UY} ‘peoye YyHIess Udy} “UBIY 
‘ueIqQnz 1ez uRIpUR, ‘URNYZONZ NQuuUeL ‘ngz 1YyzIA NQYUeY ‘ULIqnNOX 


RLY UM ORY AY ME AY CRT TV 
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(-’ Question 


track 28 
Here are two ways to 


emma 





S 


ask a question in Chinese. 


The little word “ma” “4 is all you need to 
make questions. Simply add it to a statement, 
and it makes the statement into a question. 


MMWEILE « 


Ta qu Bejing. 


Mat Jb RK ¥B? 


Ta qu Beéying ma? 


He is going to 
Beijing. 


Is he going to 
Beijing? 


iu a 35 JE ya iZ] O The bus stop is 


Oichézhan zai zudbian. 


on the left. 


% F 3b FE ya iQ au, ? Is the bus stop 


Oichézhan zai zudbian ma? 


on the left? 


Gama 


Q. Turn this statement 
into a question. 


ve SS 
DJF AGH 
Gonggonggiché qu Béying. 
The bus is going to Beijing. 


éSuifiog 03 Buiob snq oy} sj Ze Suiliag nb ayptbsugssu05 


8O Transportation 


é a BE Ee YS FENG 


Vv 
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Pa B J \) That’s not a Chinese word, but it sounds like 
. OO. one: “bi” 4s, meaning “not” or “no.” If 
j g “not or “no. If you 
put “bu” between two repeated words, (e.g., 


Mf JI 


qu meaning “to go”) it makes a question. 
“aK & AN #F ? Nigu bu qu? Are you going? 


And you answer the question 












Chinese doesn’t 


by repeating the verb. 
have words for “yes” 
and “no.” This is a way == ) : 
of saying “yes” or ‘ O I'm going. /Yes. 
“no” too. Qu 
AN F< O I’m not going. /No. 
Bu qu. 


Q. Answer this question (using “mai” K meaning “to buy”). 


“AK = Xr oh ? Are you going to buy it? 


Ni mai bu mai? 


The exception 


JI 


You don’t use “bt” between the verb for “to have,” which is “you” 
M4 II 


(pronounced “y6”). Instead you use “méi” 7X to make the negative. 


AA ya A ? You méi yOu? Have you got one? 


Ay . You. | have one. /Yes 
Je Ay O Mei you. | haven’t got one. /No 


ON IUING + SE A “SOA TEU SE FY oun 
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Getting around 


China has the third largest rail network in the world, the 
most bicyclists, more airplanes taking off by the day, and 


a fast evolving network of roads. 


Bicycles 

There are 300 million bicycles being 
ridden around in China—33 bikes 
to every one car. Bike sales are 
decreasing, however, as more and 
more people can afford cars. 


The pedicab 


The famous rickshaw has been 
phased out in China and replaced 
by the pedicab. 


Traffic 


The traffic in Beijing and many 
other Chinese cities is congested 
and slow-moving. Trucks, buses, 
cars, taxis, bicycles, pedicabs, and 
minibuses clog the roads. 


3x dtiche 
traffic jam 





http://www.mypinyin.com 







Hard seat—the seats are Hard-sleeper—these cars 

bye) ave) jxcracrem ole hmmd ala Yar-bKe are made up of doorless 

ig veahol-rem-ralemenataesnalievar-le) (op compartments. Each one 

This is the cheapest option. contains six beds in three tiers. 
Hard sleeper tickets are the 
first to sell out for long trips. 


AQ Eh 


Nalarew ule yingwo 


Soft seat—these Soft-sleeper— 
comfortable seats this is the most 
have lots of leg- Kebqbhucelercme)olalear 
room and are ideal for The beds are 
relatively short trips. comfortable, with four 
per compartment. It is also the 
most expensive choice. 


Lb ye oo 
% KK J& ruanZuo ruanwo 





Transportation 


—tcoooo 
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Conversation 
practice 4 


Test yourself on what you have learned in 










this section. 


into Chinese? 
@ | would like to buy a ticket 
to Beijing. 
© What time are you going? 
you going 
© Four o'clock. 


@) That’s fine. 


Here it is in Chinese. 


ORMKRBZAILR, 


ORL AK? 
Niji dian qu? 
3 A ha 
Si dian. 


ae ee 


Hao le. 
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Can you translate this conversation 


W6 xiang mdi piao qu Béying. 
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Can you translate these into 
@® Chinese? 


Excuse me. 








Q 


—S—— 


Go straight ahead. 





Are you going? 
What time is it? 


6:45. 


G®OOdO 


A ~ Here are the correct translations. 


® iF). 
Oing wen. 
@—HX, 
Yizhi zou. 
O KERHD 
Ni qu bu qu?/ Ni qu ma? 
SULA TS? 


Ji dian le? 


5 WEIS O 


Litt didn sishiwti fén. 


—<“£J 
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“7 oop 
©\Place settings 


Chinese place settings can confuse a foreigner, 
and the other way around. So here’s a rough guide. 

cha dao 

fork knife 





at 


plate 





JF} So dao-cha knife and fork 


Hard or easy? 


N(ojatem acre yAmalsawar.tae 


nan hard Using chopsticks is hard. 
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Chinese style 


You use chopsticks to take bite-size morsels of food from a selection 
of different dishes. The bowl often holds plain rice, which you also 
eat with chopsticks. You use the spoon to eat soup. 


eee 

Bi. m4 

kuaizi 

chopsticks 








shaozi “4 
spoon 





Yong kuaizi hén rongyi. 


rongyi easy UESTIY: Moats) ii Ce CMSA 


Food 87 





Learn Chinese,Start here! http://(www.mypinyin.com 


Don’t flip the fish! 


Chinese people are masters at making 
you feel welcome. And a meal is a favorite way to show 


hospitality. Follow this guide to etiquette so you know the 


fe Loace-vatemoKeyalgccke)ar-leaalqr-l ial Gl atbal-P (Burt) 


Ane oe ie A And dont be 2 
say with conviction “TS am happy to make good pinks” 
Or “Lfecl very welcome.” 


ORIG 
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| door | (oe) 


Table plan 
(+) co-host (+) 


Tables are often round. The seating 
is arranged in order of status. The 
host sits facing the door, with guest 
1 on his right, and guest 2 on his 
left. The co-host usually sits nearest 
to the door, with guests 3 and 4 
around him or her. Status is often 


decided by age. 








Chopstick no-nos 


e Don’t dig into the food on a plate; just Sik up 
the piece that you want. 

e Don’t let your chopsticks be covered with food 
juice or residue. 

e Don’t spear things with your chopsticks. 

e Don’t put chopsticks vertically in rice in a bowl, 
since it resembles the incense sticks for the dead. 


How to hold chopsticks 





Useful phrases 
...to try out at your next Chinese meal. 


4, AO wo ziiléi si IN help myself 
ARPT 4, J wdchibiole I'm full (-\ 


, 2 track 31 
ARF es hén hao chi It’s delicious! 
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@ 
(\Live to eat! 
track 32 


This is a popular saying in southern China— 
and Chinese food is succulent and incredibly varied. Here 


are some food words, just for starters. 


oy KK 
= i”: mifan 


my A 


miantiao 
noodles 








xh, 3 


chicken 





FF) FS 


(kao) ya 
(roast) duck 
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kuangquanshui eS cha eudzhi 
mineral water » tea fruit juice 


And some drinks. 


dianxin 
dim sum 


jiaozi 
dumplings 


, e 
shtcai 
vegetables 


: ob 
BPC HR 
W6 chi su. 
I’m vegetarian. 








shuiguod 
fruit 
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(-\ At a restaurant 


track 33 


Next time you're in a Chinese restaurant, try 


impressing everyone by ordering the food in Chinese. 


New words 





Fe xiang 

es 2 Sees — : . eee ee eee 
ae ee . - Pe eee ee 
ae ee - eee ee erate oy Bias 
nw eee ae Pees ae tee hes eapetiae 
¥8 er ae eee eee 

j i ee ae 7 ee 
A JHE fandian restaurant 


zai fandian 
at a restaurant 
Many Beijing restaurants 
are pretty sophisticated. All 
over China, though, you 
can find noisy and informal 
restaurants that are great 
places to get a bite to eat. 


inese,Start here! http://www.mypinyin.com 


. ae ee 
IRAR, HAR KH 


Fuwuyuan. Qing géi w6 caidan. 








Waiter. Please can 
| have the menu? 






. aoe v? 

Ke RKB, 
= shi caidan. 
FEL POH AP 


: xiang chi shénme? 








Here’s the menu. 
What would you like? 










| would like 
some dumplings. 





AQABA PONE 
ASS ¥ 


W6 xiang inte a! 


That was 
delicious. 


ARBF PO 


Hén hao chi. 
May | have the 


check, please? 


ty AR RKB, 


Oing géi w6 mdidan. 
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(-\ 


track 34 





94 Food 


Conversation 
practice 5 


Test yourself on what you have learned in 





this section. 





Can you translate this conversation 
@® into Chinese? 


QO Waiter! 
© Hello. What would you like to eat? 


€) I'd like some noodles. 


@>) OK. 


© Thank you. These are delicious! 


A. Here it is in Chinese. 


O IRA i | Fuwuyuan! 
@ RAF, RMrat A? 


i hao. Ni xiang chi shénme? 


OKRA. 
Wo xiangyao miantiao. 

@ 2F, Hao. 

Ow . RATeC. 


Xiexie. Hén hao chi. 
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Q. 





Can you translate these into 
Chinese? 

I'm vegetarian. 

Pil help myself. 

I’m full. 


Using chopsticks is hard. 


G®OOdO 


Using chopsticks is easy. 


Here are the correct translations. 
> Ls 
0 KCK, 
W6 chi su. 
@eRAOCRK, 
W6 ziji lai. 


© Krotvay . 


W6 chi bao le. 
© JA RT AR HE, 
Yong kuaizi hén nan. 
OH RTR EZ. 


Yong kuaizi hén rongyi. 
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G6 HOBBIES 


/-’Fun and games 
Aside from learning Chinese, 


you may have other hobbies. Look down this list of 





Le 35 


popular pastimes and choose some you enjoy. 


wanegqiu 
tennis 








6, e _ zuqiu 


soccer 





ER 
pingpangaiu aid 
table tennis ball 
(ping pong) 





huaban 
skate boarding 
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ae FAP 
kan shu xuéxi Zhongwen 
reading learning Chinese 


Ta ok 
ting yinyue 
listening to music 











AG Bt IL 





hén hao wanr! mow 
lots of fun! aan 
huahua 
painting 


sos 





. No ty 1 
nee 
youyong 
swimming 


— vey IK 
i = hudbing 
ice-skating 








(-Y 





track 36 


Find a Chinese-speaking friend if you can and practice 


chatting about things you like, love, and don’t like. 


xihuan to like 
al to love 
da to play 
ye also/too 
? ni ne? how about you? 


W6 xihuan da wangqiu. 
| like tennis. 


You add “bt” 4% before the verb to make a 


sentence negative. 


W6 bu xihuan da wanegaqiu. 
| don’t like tennis. 
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To say that you “also” like something else, 
you slip “yé” #4 in before the verb. 


~ —- Ee = 
FNL SE IK HR 
W6 yé xihuan huaban. 
| like skateboarding too. 






WoO yé xihuan ting yinyue. 
I like listening to music too. 


If you want to ask someone else if they like 
something, you simply say “nine?” 1% %? 





KR BERAT AMER, UR? 


W6 xihuan da wanggqiu. Ni ne? 
| like tennis. How about you? 


Vy 
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() Table tennis 
=“ and Mahjong 


Traditional pastimes are alive (eo) 


a 






and kicking all over China. 


Martial arts . 


Many different forms of martial art have developed 
over the past 2,000 years and the styles are quite 
distinctive. Each style offers self-defense, improved 
health, and self-cultivation. 


At 6 a.m. in 
Shanghai 
many people 
start the day 
with tai chi. 





7. talyjiquan 
KR “ise oN a 2 


Table tennis 


Table tennis is one of the biggest sports in China 
today, played by an estimated 200 million players. 
The table tennis tables in village squares are a popular 
place to hang out and practice, and maybe dream of 
one day becoming an Olympic star... 


A general 
term for 
Chinese 
martial arts: 


nae IK. wushu 


100 Hobbies 






a pingpangqiu 


Mahjong is as popular as ever in China. 
The game has complex rules and can turn 
into marathon sessions! It is always 
accompanied by a loud “click-clacking” 
noise as the tiles knock against each other. 


# ——-_ : 7 . ll ~ ; 
ee Jee AS majiang 


Chinese chess 


Xiangqi (Chinese chess) is one of the most 
popular board games in China. This highly 
strategic game was played as early as the 
4th century BCE and is similar to chess 
played in the West; a real mental battle. 


B EL xiangqi 





Chinese Opera 


Chinese Opera is more than a 
idaCelerct-lalemr(er-ba-e) (MM batcluaebeatcali 
accompany the acting, which 
is based on gestures 
and footwork to express 
You (oyarcecae (ela: luce nna tears! 
JaXeya-tMeyme)olaialiatcar- melee 
The actors’ elaborate makeup 
defines their roles. 


Jingju 
Beijing Opera 
(one of many 

different forms) 
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(y What’s hot? 


track 38 


What's hot in China today? Kids are doing the same thing 


from Times Square to Tiananmen Square. 


Shanghai " 
Shanghai is China’s city of dreams. Full of b / 
new ideas and cutting-edge culture, it is the 


fastest growing city in the world. A 24-hour eR aE 
city, Shanghai is wide awake at every hour. 5 
It seethes with energy and noise. 


Shanghai 





Olympics 

The 2008 Olympics to be held in Beijing will bring 
Chinese national pride to fever pitch. It is set to 
start at 8 o’clock, on August 8, 2008— 

8 is a lucky number in China. 





Baying 2002 be a 
*] aa ZX Aoyinhui 
Sta oz 


OLY Ee Olympics 
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The internet 


The internet is hot! Blogs, podcasts, text 
messaging, music downloads... 100 million 
people are net users, but there are relatively 
few home computers. People meet up with 
friends at their local internet cafe. 


= By] shang wang 
surfing the net 


Tourism 


Chinese people are traveling in ever- 
increasing numbers around their own 
country and abroad. 


— Fh ae 


yi lu ping’an 
Have a good trip! 





Chinese idol 


As in the West, Chinese kids love pop music. “Cantopop” is the name of 
a popular genre. They also listen to rap, heavy metal, and punk music. 
A Chinese version of “American Idol” (called “Supergirl Contest”) has 
been a recent huge hit—with 400 million viewers. 


Li Yuchun (center) was 
the 21-year-old winner of 
the “Supergirl Contest” 

in 2006. 
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(-\ Slang 


track 39 


104 Hobbies 


Mandarin, like any language, is evolving. New 
slang is invented all the time, and words enter the 
language as foreign influence broadens. Here are 


some commonly used “new” words. 


Lots of these words have been adopted since 1978 
following the government’s “open door policy.” 
There has been a period of reform in China since 
then, as China opened up to Japan and the West. 










Exclamations! 






a GEESE 


2 cool! 
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Pastimes 
SAF aes bénedi dance party 
Bis py] Hyp kK Snangwang online chatting 








— q TF. OK kalaOK karaoke 
Ff Fy Aaa yujia yoga 


2) KER — ga0’erfagia Se 





wy HR kélé 


cola 
re 
a a 
Mp 
Ho plaza 


a AIR hanbado 


an hamburger 
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A’ 


O6 Hobbies 





O 
e 


© 
Oo 


O 


2 





this section. 


rm Chinese,Start here! http://www.mypinyin.com 


Conversation 
practice 6 


| Test yourself on what you have learned in 





Can you translate this conversation 
into Chinese? 


| like swimming. How about you? 


| don’t like swimming. 
I like soccer. 


| also like tennis. 


Tennis is fun. 


Here it is in Chinese. 


= we oF 
RE RVR , ARE? 
W6 xihuan youyong. Ni ne? 

a ne we oF 
IR ERR IER 
W6 bu xihuan youyong. 

~ —&— Jes > 
ad —. XK Je ER O 
W6 xihuan zuqiu. 

~ So > > 
ARAL BRK AER 
Wo yé xihuan wangqiut. 


PER FRAFRUIL 


Wangqit hén hao wanr. 
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Can you translate these phrases 
@® into Chinese? 





To learn Chinese 
Have a good trip! 
| love you. 


The Olympics 


G®OOdO 


Surfing the net 


Here are the correct translations. 
0 FPR 
xuéxi Zhongwén 
@ — 3h I 
yi lu ping’an! 
© Ke! 
W6 ai ni! 
@ Rika 
Aoyunhui 
6 FR 


shang wang 





AW 4 


| 






’Y_ FF, 


) 


Hobbies i 





S ATRIP TO CHINA 


Beijing 


There are many magnificent monuments 


to see in China’s cities, especially in the capital city, Beijing. 


New words ae 

A kan to see 

hak eee acre en - Pees _ Ot re 

a ie ee ee = pee oad 

i aaa ee ape eager 

K 21] J H Tian’anmén Tiananmen Square 
Guangchang 





What do you want to 
do in Beijing? 







Zai Béying ni xiang zuo shénme? 
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PARAL ee. 


W6 xiang kan... 
| want to see... 





Some useful phrases 
Please can you say 


Qing ni zai shuo. it again. 


Mofo) Mmelale(-)a-ie-lilon 
\A'Lomutatem olemeceyates 


DYoM Col My ol-t-1 i tale lial 


Ni shud yingwén ma? 
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(-\ A day in the country 


track 42 
Whether you enjoy climbing mountains, hanging out at 
the beach, or cruising down a river, there is lots to see and 


do in China’s countryside. 


New words 


eeee0e0oe0e0e30eoeeeoe3aw#eee0ee3eeeeeeeeeeeeeeweeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeweeeee@ 
eeoeceere reese eee ee ee eee eee eee ese eee eee eee eee eeeer ee eee eseeeereereesreeeseeeeereseeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeereeeeeeeereeee ee eee 
eecocerecece ere eee eee eee ees eee ese eee eee ese ee ee eee eee ese esses seeeeee eee eee ese sees e eee ee eee eseeeseeeeeseeeeeseeseeeeee ee eee 


Ce 


Jee pa to climb 
why shan mountain 
eae ae senescent 
Fe ccnetsin cat RON eee 
AY Hy Zuo chuan take a boat 
Te zy qi ma ride a horse 
on 
CL.» shang + = morning 
This might help Sa 


you remember 
the characters 
for “morning” 
and “afternoon.” g + = afternoon 


under noon 
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Shangwu women pa shan. 
This morning we are 
climbing a mountain. 


Shangwtt women qi ma. 
This morning we are 
going horse riding. 





5 Xiawtt women qu haibian. 
' This afternoon we are 
Rerr: going to the beach. 





Xiawti women zuo chuan. 
This afternoon we are 
taking a boat. 
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(.) At the market 


track 43 
Here are some of the things you can find 


in China’s colorful and varied markets. 









Make a sentence os we 


Finish the sentence by 
choosing something to buy. 


W6 qu shichadng mii... 


I'm going to the © 
market to buy... 







sizhipin 
silk 








‘| 
| | 


= . r 
=S 
jinianpin 
souvenirs 
yu eongyipin 
jade crafts 
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If you put the words 


for “to buy” and “to 4 _ 
sell” next to yr mai mai maimai 
other, yougetthe ,, buy to sell business 


word for “business.” 





electrical goods 





yifu 
clothes 


taoci yisht 
shu ceramics 


books 
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(-\ How to bargain 


track 44 


At a Chinese market you are expected to bargain. 
It is part of buying something. 


Two phrases 


These two phrases 
are all you need for 
successful bargaining. 








dudshao qian? 











It’s too 
expensive! 






tai gui le! 


Chinese money 
One unit of Chinese currency is a “yuan.” People often say 
“kuai” as well as “yuan,” which means the same thing. 


A 10-yuan bill 
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Bargaining tips 
Bargaining is an art, 
and if you are good 


at it you can get | ) Look around the market and choose what you 
good deals. It Wanttics buy. 


requires play-acting — > 
on both sides. Dy Ack the price. dudshdo qian? 


3) IF you think it is cheap, dont show it. Pretend 
you are surprised by how expensive it iS. 


tai oul le! The initial price offered by the seller is usually 
AT LEAST 40% over the general price. 
4) Throw out a low price) /Sth of the one given by 
the seller. Have a big smile on your face when you 


i - oF ee od i it oi ee ee, ee | ee 
i i oe | i | | | it I iii tie) | il il 
SoU PERC Re Rhee ee 8 Od 


Say it. C Smiling always helps when bargaining .) 


S) The seller may pretend to be annoyed and pretend 
not to want to sell it. oF this happens y wall 
away) you will usually be called back. 





Sellers often have = 6) From then on) only lift your price by S%/- at a 

a large calculator time. You should be able to buy at half the price 
that you can pass of the first price given. 

between you with 
your bids. 





Fr We ap 


jin jin ji jiao 


to bargain over every ounce 
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© Lunar New Year 


track 45 
AU atmo) Kel-r-jar-valemeates-smpieayelesar.tanas(c-1ahe-) irae Qavbar- liom alc 
Spring Festival, more commonly known in the West as 


Lunar New Year or Chinese New Year. 


When is Chinese 
New Year? 


| Bri <emohn alssen Oi abualariscscishveclicmmuals 
new year is determined by the 
bbaY-vaner-U(craler-bacve ma alcmer-lkome)i 
the holiday varies from late 
January to mid February. 








It is on the 
day of the 
second new Moon 
after the winter 
solstice. 


Biliitseclelt-meym=\ 21 


A few days before: Houses are 
thoroughly cleaned (to sweep away bad 
IN Tel ¢ Pate (<] oj u-euzjor-u(e pm ar-Dumebiumr-vaemalca i 
clothes bought. Chinese people believe 
the new year must start cleanly, or it 
may continue in the way it begins... 
Doors are decorated with vertical scrolls 
os ie at-var-(elt-sa-Me)am acre m oy-)el-s0n (hl <cmaalomeyaterc 
on this page). Red is a lucky color. 
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On New Year’s Eve a reunion dinner 
is held where members of the family, near and 
far, get together to celebrate. The dinner is a 





/ _ sumptuous meal and dumplings (thought to 
ye resemble gold nuggets) are eaten. Most people 
\ stay up until midnight, when firecrackers and 


fireworks are lit, to scare away evil spirits. 


New Year’s Day is spent visiting 
a neighbors, family, and friends. Red 
& i packages containing “lucky money” are 
given by married relatives to unmarried 
junior members of the household. A dragon or 
lion dance troupe may perform to drive out 


#ai 





bad spirits. 

-~ yanhuo 
ff Ail » The 15th Day is a public holiday. fireworks 
| _ The New Year’s holiday lasts seven days in 
. : “> Mainland China, but the festival traditionally 

i va lasts till the 15th day of the lunar month and “y 


ends with the “Lantern Festival.” Here, houses 
are decorated with colorful lanterns and people 
eat special food. 





Xinnian kuaile! 
Happy New Year! 


Learn Chinese,Start hé 


Festival! 


There are other major festivals in China. 


Qing Ming 
| Uattcm iw. mer-hraivatta @ialialcciom oy-0)e) (om-jercarel 


weyeateseavolcounatcar-valemaleyate)abatcavalconar-lalecciKeip 
and is sometimes called Tomb-Sweeping Day. 


“Ar AR 


Oing Ming 


ttp://www.mypinyin.com 





Paper gifts are burned as 
offerings for the departed. 


Mid-Fall Festival 


SUaviBcociahié.] warclojesarcmenelubarcamdalcmaell@\y (efeamellec(ocimcenvalcerlimaelellalene 
At this time the Moon is at its fullest and brightest—the best time to 
celebrate the abundance of the summer’s harvest. Everyone eats 
mooncakes and family and friends get together to admire the harvest 
NY, Coreyave ited auatatca bons elem oy-vacl-cee(-m @iarl ohncamejarcame- lem a-veeleralem ovurcdalday 


fo) Koyncre ms valicrualcy -—)-tew 
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Zhong qiu jié 





Mooncakes are often 
eaten in small slices 
with a cup of tea. 
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Dragon Boat Festival 


This festival is celebrated yearly to commemorate the death of a 
1i-¥ea{@)b tom Od avua(=tc(om 010]-1 0m @LU MD GUr-vabm sale mebne\isalce Mejamdalcmasadamer-\imeyi 
the fifth lunar month more than 2,000 years ago. The Dragon Boat 
Festival is celebrated by boat races in which the boats are decorated 
like dragons. Competing teams row their boats forward to a 
ehaubealorcr-lome-(ebatcaxe mast (el amualcmanall)ambnalce 


Duan wt jie 
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The standard crew has 10 pairs of rowers, one drummer, 
and one steerer. 
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Conversation 
practice / 


| Test yourself on what you have learned in 





this section. 


Can you translate this conversation 
into Chinese? 








What are you doing today? 


® This morning | am going to 
Tiananmen Square. 


© This afternoon, | am going to the 
market to buy some souvenirs. 


A. Here it is in Chinese. 


O SRR A? 
Jintian ni xidng zuo shénme? 

@ LFREREN 
Shangwti wo qu Tian’anmén 
JT Be 
Gudngchang. 

© FFRATHE 
Xiawtt wo qu shichang mai 
22.23 UB 
jinianpin. 
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Can you translate these into 
@® Chinese? 


How much is it? 








Q 


—S—— 


It’s too expensive! 
Please say it again. 


| don’t understand. 


G®OOdO 


Happy New Year! 


Here are the correct translations. 


02°)? 


Dudshdao qian? 


OexKRT! 


Tai gui le! 


© i RFT it. 


Oing ni zai shuo. 


ORT RITE. 


W6 ting bu dong. 


6 HAIR! 


Xinnian kuai le! 
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Useful words 


Use this list of words as quick reference and 


to improve your Chinese vocabulary. 


afternoon xiawtt t+ 
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Beem mm meme meee eee ere eee esses eee eee esses eee eee sees eee sees eee eee eee see esses eeeeeeseeeseeeseessesesene 
Pm e mere rere ese sess sere ese see see sere e esse sees seeee see esses eeeee eee eeeeeeeseseeeeeeseresesesseseeesese 
= la, 
Ce 
~ ZN 
Peer errr rere reser errr ee cesses essere e esse eee eseese sess sees eeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeesereeeseeeseseseses 






bus gonggonggiche 2h )% 
business maimali Se x 
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friend nn Pengyou JA 
to give BB PE. 
i Bocce 
good hao UT 
goodbye 0 zaijian FL. 
grandfather zufu FL AC 
grandmother zum FLEE 
hai Hufa KA. 
hand SHOU ae 
tohave ou A 
ee wo. 
head HOU Ko 
hello ni hao An YF 
nt ee 
hot Oe aA ee 
Pe WO KR. 
left zuodbian EE ig 


Ce ee) 


o 
© 
- 
Cc 
jd 
=o 
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Mount Everest 

Great Wall of China 
Jiuquan Space Centre 
Terracotta Warriors 
Forbidden City 

Three Gorges Dam 
Shaolin Temple 
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READY ... SET... TALK! 


With more than a billion speakers around the world, 
Chinese is the 21st century’s language to learn! 
This compact guide provides a fun and easy way to get 
a handle on all aspects of Mandarin Chinese—reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening—as well as a look at 
the fascinating culture of China. 


Learn to write more than 200 characters, 
and recognize many more 
@ 

Master vocabulary in manageable chunks, 
from numbers and money to signs of the zodiac 
e 
Discover amazing facts about modern China 
with the colorful culture pages 
® 
Perfect your skills of tones and pronunciation 
with the included CD 


‘-) 


The fastest way to learn Chinese is to just get talking! 








$12.99 USA ps ee at 
$15.99 Canada k.com 











